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List with 
Questions and Answers

	No.
	QUESTION

	ANSWER

	1.
	A NGO is not established in the eligible area, but has a branch within it. The branch is not a legal entity. A clear justification should be provided of the importance of our project to the eligible area and on the impossibility of the project to be implemented without the NGO’s participation. What justification would be considered clear enough so that the project could be regarded as eligible?
	To clearly demonstrate that your organization is eligible under this call, you must submit a justification on the importance of the project to the eligible area and on the impossibility of the project to be implemented without the participation of your NGO. You should demonstrate that only your NGO is able to implement this kind of project, and that only your NGO has the experience and capacity to implement this project and no other organization can carry out such action (you should submit as annexes any supporting documents related to the abovementioned issues). However, we recommend obtaining the status “legal entity” for the branch concerned, which would be a clear evidence of the organization’s interest in the eligible area and would eliminate the need for the documentation to be provided.

	2. 
	What is the meaning of the “Urban planning permit” (Annex A.15 to the Application Form)? Is it according to the Bulgarian legislation – as Permit for building (it is given for preliminary study or Preliminary design) or as Visa for projecting?
	The correct meaning of the “Urban planning permit” (Annex A.15 to the Application Form) is Permit for building. 

	3.
	Is it mandatory that the project team of the Applicant should comprise its own employees or other persons who could be employed for the project? If it is possible to involve other persons in the project, is it mandatory for them to be Bulgarian/Romanian nationality or some other EU nationality?
	The staff that you intend to involve in the project team does not necessarily need to be employed by the Applicant; it can also be contracted as “consultancy/external expertise” for different tasks in the project, such as “project management”, or “presentation of public procurement documents”, etc. There is no requirement related to the Bulgarian or Romanian nationality of the staff members, thus other EU nationalities are not excluded.

	4. 
	What is the exact meaning of “No” (number of contracts or sequential order) in the table of points 3.14 and 3.15 of the new Application form?
	“No” means sequential order in all the tables, exactly the same as in the old Application form.

	5. 
	Will the own contribution be divided in equal shares between project partners?
	The answer to the question is “NO”. The own contribution shall be divided in different amounts for each partner, proportional to the budget of its activities. Each partner shall support the relevant percentage (2,18% or 2,54%) of its own contribution.

	6.
	The Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Olt is an eligible partner in a project whose lead partner is Security Unit against Fire from Pleven? Our own contribution will be assured by County Council Olt.

In this situation, Chief Inspector of Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Olt can sign the Partnership Declaration and the Declaration of Eligibility?

Can the Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Olt develop the public procurement activity for the equipments mentioned in the project, whose total value is about 2.100.000 euro?


	A partnership with County Council Olt must be signed. In this document you have to stipulate the obligation of County Council Olt to assure own contribution. You will also have to add that after the project closure, the purchased equipments will be subject to voluntary conveyance. 

The purchasing activity for these equipments will be managed by County Council Olt.

The following aspects must be considered: 

- Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Olt and County Council Olt will be partners in this project;

- Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Olt and County Council Olt will sign a Partnership Declaration;

- The Partnership Declaration will stipulate that the own contribution as well as the equipment purchase will be assured by County Council Olt, and, after project closure, the equipments will be subject to voluntary conveyance towards Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Olt;

- The voluntary conveyance of the equipments towards Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Olt will be mentioned in the County Council Olt Decision for project participation and financing, in the Partnership Declaration and in the Application form.

	7. 
	Regarding the section for partner information - the number of employees, we have only one employee with Labor Card, the others are collaborators. So, the number of employs will also include the number of collaborators?
	No.



	8.
	How should the “Starting date” and “Completion date” columns be formatted, as day/month/year or month/year?
	The “Starting date” and “Completion date” columns will be formatted as month/year.

	9.
	What is the clearing procedure? 
	The clearing procedure is based on the relevant supporting documents.



	10.
	How many euro/direct beneficiary, euro/indirect beneficiary should we allocate from project budget?
	The amount from your budget should be allocated according to your forecasts.

	11.
	At 1. Project identification, 1.1. Project, paragraph - Indicative Operation from Application form, should be filled out only one indicator?


	No.



	12.
	The duration of a ”people-to-people” project must not exceed 12 months from the starting date of the project. We should establish activities for all 12 months, or less?


	You can establish the implementation period for each activity, as you choose fit.

According to Guide of Applicant, the duration of a ”people-to-people” project must not exceed 12 months from the starting date of the project.

	13.
	There is a request in tables 3.4 and 3.5 regarding activities description in maximum 1000 characters. The description should be generated as a free text or as content in a table?
	You should use the standard Application form.



	14.
	Free space is considered a character?


	No.



	15.
	Regarding the activities, should we call them in a standard manner, like launching, finishing, or can we give them specific names? 
	You can name the activities as you choose fit.

	16.
	At 3.4 Project activities from Application form, at the column Responsible Partner, if there are 2 responsible partners, both partners should be filled in? 
	Yes.



	17.
	During the implementation period, quarterly, half-yearly or final reports should be elaborated?
	Yes.



	18.
	We would like to organize a camp to celebrate project closure with the beneficiaries. Can we choose a mountain location that is not part of the eligible area of the program? 


	No, the location should be in one of the counties/districts from eligible area of the programme.



	19.
	Regarding the Priority Axis 3 - Economic and social development, Key Area of Intervention 1 - Support for cross-border business cooperation and promotion of a regional image and identity, there is an indicative operation called “Promotion of co-operation between universities, research institutes and businesses in the field of R&D and innovation”. Is it necessary to have a company as a partner, or in a project can be partners only a research institute and an university?
	For eligibility, all the partners must fulfill the criteria mentioned at II.2. Eligibility Criteria, i. Eligibility of Applicants from Guide of Applicant. One of criteria is that the applicant must be a non-profit making body/organization

A partnership between a research institute and an university is considered eligible, according to the Guide of Applicant. Companies cannot participate as partners.

	20.
	Is it mandatory to have a legal translation of the Application form and its annexes submitted?
	No.

	21.
	Which starting date should be considered for the project implementation?
	At 1. Project identification, 1. Project from Application form, project start date should be considered at least 5 months from the intermediary deadline.

	22.
	In a ”soft” project submitted on Priority Axis 2 – Environment, which has not the Environment Authority as a partner, is it necessary to have the written approval of this authority?
	This depends on the kind of activities you choose to implement.



	23.
	For a ”soft” project submitted on Priority Axis 2 – Environment, Key Area of Intervention 2 - Development of joint infrastructure and services to prevent the impact of natural and man-made crises, including joint emergency response services, is it necessary to have the annex A.12 Cost-Benefit Analysis?
	Annex A.12 Cost-Benefit Analysis should be submitted only for the investment projects.



	24.
	In the Guide of Applicant it is mentioned that every 3 months a reimbursement claim should be submitted. So, at 3.4. Project activities from Application form, we should consider for each activity an implementation period of 3 months? What if we choose to implement an activity in 6 months? Should we send the relevant supporting documents after 3 months and at the end of the activity to send the reimbursement claim?
	For each activity, you should establish an implementation period as you consider necessary, but every 3 months you must submit the progress report along with the reimbursement claim.
2.       



	25.
	In the Guide of Applicants, at 3.4. Project activities, we have to fill in the starting date and the completion date. Can we fill in the month as related to project progress and not the actual month (ex. month 3 instead of July 2009)?
	We recommend you to fill in the months as related to project progress.


	26.
	Which annex is related to the detailed project budget?


	In the Annex 2 Budget, at sheet 2 - Detailed project budget, it is mentioned that separate sheets will be filled in for each partner.

	30.
	For the project called „Romanian-Bulgarian Ecological School”, we planned an activity named „Pupil’s summer school”. Part of this activity is a sub-activity of ecological tourism, using bicycles. Is the purchase of those bicycles an eligible expense? 
	Yes, depending on the way the purchasing of the bicycles is described as necessary in the project.

	31.
	What is the budgetary line for expenses regarding accommodation, travel and daily allowance for the Romanian participants at workshops/conferences held in Bulgaria? 
	Those expenses should be inputted at Chapter IV. 5, for situations where this service is entirely subcontracted, and all those information are registered in the technical specifications of the project.

	32.
	What is the budgetary line for fees paid to the lecturers participating at workshops/conferences?
	Those expenses should be inputted at Chapter IV. 5, for situations where this service is entirely subcontracted, and all those information are registered in the technical specifications of the project.

	33.
	The audit is performed only at the end of the project?
	Yes, at the end of the project, if total eligible expenses exceed 500 000 euros (co-financing and FEDR). 

	34.
	For one of the activities called “Bilingual programs for training upon biodiversity preservation and sustainable development”, we are looking to hold a Romanian/Bulgarian language course regarding general knowledge of biodiversity preservation and sustainable development, with one of the target groups represented by Romanian and Bulgarian pupils. Is this an eligible activity? If so, who can hold such courses and what supporting documents are necessary?
	The project idea has to follow the program provisions, and we cannot make any statements regarding the details (activities, results, etc), only the assessors can do this after the submission of the project.

Details related to eligible activities are available in Guide of Applicant, II Rules of the Call of Proposals, II.2 Eligibility criteria, iii. Eligibility of actions. 

	35.
	We intend to obtain financing for a project with a public authority from Bulgaria as partner, axis 1, key area of intervention 1-Improvements to land and river cross-border transport facilities. The partner proposes the rehabilitation of a street and of the sewage system of the road.

Taking into account that the expenses related to “Ensuring utilities (connection to utilities): power/gas connection, water and sewage connection of buildings”, are considered eligible please clarify if the expenses related to the rehabilitation of the sewage system are eligible, or only those for the connection to utilities.
	The expenses related to “Ensuring utilities (connection to utilities) refers strictly to those buildings that are subject to the project (ex. a newly-build or rehabilitated ferryboat station that needs connection to power supply) and by no means to roads or any other type of investments.

Regarding your project, in the Guide of Applicant are considered as eligible expenses only the roads (construction, rehabilitation or improvement) and not the utilities system. Therefore, our opinion is that the sewage system of the road is not eligible. 

	36.
	Is it necessary to have all the annexes to the financing request (constitutive act, status, balance sheet) translated by an authorized translator, in the project submission phase?


	No, authorized translations are not necessary at this stage. In the Guide of Applicant, page 83, it is mentioned that: “The application and its annexes must be filled in using English. The supporting documents issued by national/local authorities or other bodies shall be attached in the original language accompanied by a translation in English (authorized translations are not required at this stage)”.

	37.
	When is the next call of proposal, after the one on 30th of April? 
	As you can see on the Program’s website (www.cbcromaniabulgaria.eu), the current call of proposals lasts until 30th of April 2010. You can submit your project at any date until the above mentioned deadline, only the evaluation sessions taking place every three months. Therefore, the next intermediate term for an evaluation session is 31st of July 2009.

	38.
	Are the national research institutes and universities eligible partners, even is their headquarters or branches are not located in the eligible area?
	According to the Guide of Applicant (page 22 “Eligibility of applicants”), research and development institutes are eligible if they “are Romanian or Bulgarian national public authorities or research and development institutes, whose area of competence, established by legal acts, extends to the eligible area of the programme”. Therefore, is not mandatory for a national research institute to have its headquarters or branches in the eligible area. 

Universities, according to the Guide of Applicant (page 22 “Eligibility of applicants”), are eligible if they can prove the importance of the project to the eligible area, the impossibility of the project to be implemented without the participation of the university, the absence of similar organizations in the area. The provided justification will be judged by the assessors and by the Joint Steering Committee, who will decide upon the eligibility of the applicant.

	39.
	Can a newly-created NGO (less than 3 months) participate in a project? If so, what are the conditions?
	There are not any minimal requirements regarding period of activity, therefore a newly-created NGO can participate in a project, as long as it follows all the conditions mentioned in Guide of Applicant and all other Program documents (ex. eligible area). Still, we recommend that you participate in a project not as Lead Partner, but as a partner next to other more experienced organizations.  

Please consider an advantage the presence in the NGO’s implementation team of personnel with relevant project experience. This fact can convince the Assessor Working Group upon the managerial abilities of the applicant.

	40.
	In what budget line should we introduce the expenses regarding project management? Is it correct to input in the estimate of the Feasibility Study the consultancy in project management in the budget line for consultancy, given the fact that this is a project of maximum 1.500.000 euros? Or it has to be inputted just in the budget line IV.4.2? 
	The right option is to input this expense in the budget line IV.2 „Consultancy/external expertise”.

	41.
	We intend to submit a proposal included in priority axis 3 - Economic and Social Development - Economic development and social cohesion by joint identification and enhancement of the area’s comparative advantages, key are of intervention 1 - Support for cross-border business cooperation and promotion of a regional image and identity. 

Where in the project budget can we input unforeseen and other expenses and also, technological tests expenses? Is it correct to add them in the budget line II.4 Main Investment?
	Indeed, the expenses you mentioned must be added in the budget line II.4 Main Investment.

	42.
	Is there an authorized representative in Craiova to which we can request details about the projects in Romania-Bulgaria Cross Border Cooperation Programme 2007-2013?
	There is not an authorized representative in Craiova. You can send your questions regarding Romania-Bulgaria Cross Border Cooperation Programme 2007-2013 at the address robg@mdrl.ro. For more details you can also visit the programme’s website www.cbcromaniabulgaria.eu, or you can contact the Joint Technical Secretary, located at the Cross Border Cooperation Regional Office Calarasi. 

	43.
	We represent an university from Constanta and we intend to develop a cross-border research and innovation infrastructure of type Technopol. Studying the Guide of Applicant, we could not conclude that such a structure would be eligible according to the priority axis 3, key area of intervention 1, operation 4 - Promotion of co-operation between universities research institutes and businesses in the field of R&D and innovation. Please let us know if such a project would be eligible for this programme. 
	From the information you provide, we cannot tell for sure at what you are referring with “of type Technopol”. Is it a cooperation/concentration project between educational, research and development institutes established as an technological excellence pole? 

Universities are an eligible partner in the Program, and project between universities, research institutes can be added within the priority axis 3, key area of intervention 1, indicative operation 4 "Promotion of cooperation between universities, research institutes and businesses in the field of R&D and innovation". Of course, the project will be eligible if it fulfills all other conditions specified in Programme documentation (including the ones referring to state aid; all research results must be available to the public, the results must not consist in economical advantages to certain operators, etc.). For more detailed information please see the documents available on the Programme’s website www.cbcromaniabulgaria.eu. 

	44.
	We have a project proposal that refers to an infrastructure in the research field, a condominium of rooms, laboratories, facilities and places for spin-off companies that will implement in production the results of the research. Of course, the infrastructure will be available for both sides of the border, and the access to the facilities will be equal for both sides. Moreover, the administrative and research structures will have representatives from both countries. Our doubt is related to the financing of research infrastructure projects, which don’t seem eligible. Is it correct that only the “soft” cooperation projects are eligible? 
	Indeed, only the “soft” cooperation projects are eligible. The activities that include infrastructure construction/rehabilitation and are eligible for financing are only those that are explicitly mentioned within the indicative operations.

	45.
	I would like to submit a project within axis 2, key are of intervention 2. Could you inform me if the expenses regarding the training sessions are eligible and if they have to be inputted at the budget line for conferences/seminars?
	The expenses regarding the training sessions are eligible and it can be added to the budget line IV.5 Organization of events, or, if there is a subcontractor, to the budget line IV.4 Consultancy/external expertise.

	46.
	Can you confirm that The “Romanian Waters” National Administration is an eligible applicant for the Cross Border Cooperation Program?
	Yes, The “Romanian Waters” National Administration is an eligible applicant for the Programme.

	47.
	What is the approximate time it takes for the project to be approved by the Joint Steering Committee? 
	Please consider a period of approximate 5 months from the time you submit your project until you will receive a notification regarding the Joint Steering Committee decision.  

	48.
	Is it equivalent to apply with one of four options for Bulgarian partners for investment projects - feasibility study, conceptual work design, technical work design, and work design? According to Bulgarian law - (Ordinance Number 4 on the scope and content of investment projects issue. 51- State Gazette, 05. 06. 2001.

Please provide a detailed explanation what do you mean by "Both Romanian and Bulgarian partners must submit Feasibility studies (for new investment projects) / Technical expertise + Energy audit + Documentation for approving the works" (these shall be considered equivalent documents for existing investments).
	If you intend to apply with a new investment project then you need to submit a feasibility study annexed to the application pack. If you intend to propose an investment related to an already existing objective (e.g. rehabilitation, modernization, reconstruction, extension, etc.) you need to provide Technical expertise + Energy Audit + Documentation for approving the works (these shall be considered equivalent documents for existing investments, exactly as the Applicant’s Guide stipulates).
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